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Abstract: The Niger Delta region has been a theatre of conflict especially 
after the discovery of oil in commercial quantities in the area. One of the 
reasons responsible for intermittent and simmering conflicts in the area is 
prolonged hardship experienced by the people in the region due to activities 
associated with oil exploration and neglect of the region as far as 
development is concerned. Various governments have proffered different 
solutions to the crisis but all ended up as temporary palliative measures as the 
crisis has resurfaced again. This study therefore, investigates resurgence of 
militancy and the challenges of sustainable peace and development in the 
Niger Delta, Nigeria. Anchored on frustration-aggression theory, with 
reliance on primary and secondary data gathering sources which were 
analysed, the study finds that one of the reasons that triggered resurgence of 
militancy in the region was an attempt by the President Buhari government to 
put an end to amnesty programme introduced by the former President now 
late, Musa Yar’Adua which was continued by the immediate past President 
Goodluck Jonathan. The study recommends among others that government 
should not discontinued the amnesty programme, government and oil 
companies prospecting for oil in the region should embark on some policies 
that will foster realistic development in the region, that is, such 
developmental efforts should go beyond cosmetic colouration and also 
government and multinational oil companies should shun ad-hoc approach to 
development of the region. 
Keywords: Development, Resurgence, Militancy, Niger Delta, Sustainable 
peace 
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Introduction 
The relevance of Niger Delta in 
Nigeria is based on its possession of 
strategic economic endowments: oil 
resource. Since the discovery of oil in 
large quantity, the region remains the 
preferred destination for foreign direct 
investment. By 1950, the production 
capacity of Shell had shore up to 
5,100 barrels per day in the region 
(Oromareghake, Arisi and Igho, 
2013). The rise of Texaco, Mobil, 
Chevron and other indigenous oil 
companies in the 60s and 70s added to 
the production capacity of oil 
exploration in Niger Delta. In view of 
this, Nigeria relies on crude oil for her 
foreign exchange earnings. Crude oil 
constitutes about 3/4 of government 
revenue, 90-95% of export revenue 
and over 90% of foreign exchange 
earnings.”(Ikeme cited in Anthony: 
2009: 331-332). It is of no importance 
saying oil extraction and production 
in the Niger Delta area, the export of 
gas and oil resources by the petroleum 
sector has drastically enhance the 
county’s economy over the years. 
The people of the region have 
experienced prolonged hardship due 
to the oil exploration which has not 
been attended to by the federal 
government. The persistent neglect 
and disregard brought about unrests 
by the general population of the 
region, which in the end was out of 
control. Long years of disregard and 
strife have advanced, particularly 
among young people a depressing 
future, and along these lines consider 
struggle to be a way to escape 
hardship (Niger Delta Human 
Development Report, 2006). This 
brought about the administration 
breaking down with the solid support, 
dynamic impact and intrigue of the 
Multinational Oil Companies 
(MNCs), which achieved a crescendo 
with additional legal hanging of Ken 
Saro-Wiwa and eight other people in 
November 1995, by the scandalous 
legislature of the most extreme ruler-
General Sani Abacha (Oshionebo, 
2009). The resultant impact was the 
episode of outfitted clashes in the 
territory, snatching and seizing of oil 
specialists, particularly the exiles 
(Olubiyi and Olubiyi, 2012).  
Extractions of natural resources have 
been known to dependably influence 
and modify the geophysical condition 
of the area where they are performed. 
The ecological effect of oil misuse in 
the Niger Delta area of Nigeria has 
contributed in no little measure to the 
obliteration of the delicate biological 
community, in this manner making 
the area 'one of the world's most 
seriously oil affected biological 
systems and one of the 5 most oil 
contaminated conditions on the planet' 
(Niger Delta Natural Resource 
Damage Assessment and Restoration 
Project, 2006:45).  
With the emergence of democratic 
elected leader in Nigeria in 1999; 
pressure has developed over the Niger 
Delta locale over the administration of 
oil misuse, responsibility and 
straightforwardness of oil directors 
and the conveyance of oil riches. 
These strains ejected into savagery in 
2006 when aggressors dissenting the 
minimization of the locale shelled a 
few basic oil establishments and 
grabbed exile oil labourers. These 
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assaults asserted a few lives and 
almost injured Nigeria's oil generation 
and fare limit (Onuoha, 2016).  
Resurgence of militancy in Niger 
Delta has brought about tragedies. 
The most recent measurement in the 
contention flow is the rise of ethnic 
volunteer armies, religion gatherings, 
and accessibility and utilization of 
little arms and light weapons which 
maybe, has made the Niger Delta the 
most crushed by State, entomb and 
intra-collective and also civilian army 
clashes. The wonder of ethnic and 
private civilian army, accessibility 
and utilization of complex guns 
empowered activist adolescents 
dispense extreme harm on oil 
foundation there by upsetting oil 
creation. Often times, desires of 
impending interruption of oil supply 
add to variance in oil costs. Strains on 
oil supply and inside hazards made by 
volunteer army revolt incited national 
and universal security challenges over 
the locale. 
Maintaining a sustainable harmony in 
the area has been a very difficult issue 
in Nigeria. Ahonsi (2011:32) reported 
that: “both in scholarly and public 
policy circles, a widely held view is 
that for any response to the Niger 
Delta conflict to stand any chance of 
success, it has to be holistic, multi-
sectoral, long-ranging, and based on 
broad-based political consensus 
among the key stakeholders within the 
conflict.” 
Statement of the Problem 
Over the years, the issue of civil 
unrest has been a recurring decimal in 
Nigeria’s political, economic and 
socio-cultural climate prior to the 
independence of the nation and still 
lingers in post-independence era. 
Resistance to government policies 
often take on a violent approach in the 
demand for certain rights and 
privileges. Though, motives for such 
resistance have often been viewed 
within the framework of greed and 
grievances. The human right 
implications of such violent resistance 
and state excesses to such resistance 
have also been widely discussed in 
literatures. 
Since the establishment of democratic 
institutions in 1999, the demand for 
accountability and transparency of 
government most especially in the 
management of oil exploration in the 
Niger Delta region has met resistance 
due to lack of accountability and 
transparency in managing the oil 
wealth of the nation. At a point, 
government was able to douse tension 
in the region with the introduction of 
amnesty programmes during 
Yaradua’s regime. The violent groups 
remained silent during the tenure of 
Goodluck Jonathan not because the 
duo hails from the Niger Delta region 
but because he continued with the 
amnesty programmes which his 
predecessor introduced. 
This government-people relationship 
in Niger Delta through Amnesty and 
the establishment of Niger Delta 
Development Commission were 
truncated between 2015 and 2016 
with the emergence of Buhari as the 
president of Nigeria. The duo, faced 
with a bankrupt economy decided to 
pursue stringent economic policies to 
conserve the nation’s wealth. This led 
to various tightened economic policies 
some of which were geared to the 
area, the oil endowment of the 
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country. His decision to scrap 
amnesty programmes and consolidate 
NDDC under the ministry of 
petroleum resources angered some 
groups in the Niger Delta who have 
been enjoying amnesty programmes 
since 2007. Many of them saw such 
policies as the end to their survival. It 
is important to note that most of the 
aggrieved groups do not go to school 
and refuses to learn trade, they believe 
since oil exploration is carried out on 
their soil, it is the exclusive preserve 
of government to provide for their 
needs. 
The consequential effect of 
government decision in conserving oil 
wealth in a region riddled with 
poverty, poor infrastructure, 
environmental degradation led to the 
emergence of the Niger Delta 
Avengers that have since been a thorn 
in the flesh of Nigeria. Strategically, 
they launched attacks on major 
pipelines with consequential effect on 
dwindling oil production capacity. As 
a consequence of pipeline vandalism, 
Nigeria experienced a drastic fall in 
the production capacity from 2.2 
million barrel to 1.4 million barrel per 
day in 2016. 
Since government decided to pursue 
tight economic policies that affect 
their survival, they have since 
responded with the same measure of 
frustrating the effort of government in 
its sit tight economic policies of oil 
wealth conservation. This research 
work therefore takes a look into 
resurgence of militancy and the 
challenges of sustainable peace and 
development in the Niger Delta 
 
 
 
Objective of the Paper  
The overall objective of this study is 
to investigate the resurgence of 
militancy in the Niger Delta region of 
Nigeria and the challenges 
confronting the sustainable peace and 
development of the region. 
Specifically, the paper examines the 
resurgence of militancy in the Niger 
Delta region of Nigeria, identifies the 
challenges of militancy on the 
sustainable peace of the Niger Delta 
region and suggests measures that can 
be employed by the government and 
multinational companies to have 
sustainable peace in the Niger Delta 
 
Theoretical Framework 
This study adopts Frustration–
aggression theory to explain the 
resurgence of militancy in the region 
of Niger Delta.  
Frustration–aggression speculation is 
a hypothesis of hostility. This 
hypothesis was propounded by John 
Dollard, Neal Miller, Doob, Mowrer, 
and Sears in year 1939, and then 
created by Miller etal. in 1941 and 
Leonard Berkowitz in 1969. 
Aggression is as a result of hindering 
or preventing one’s attempt in 
achieving a goal (Whitley, Bernard, 
Kite, Mary, 2010).  
The frustration–aggression hypothesis 
attempts to provide a description 
about the causes and reasons of 
brutality in an area. The theory was 
developed by John Dollard and his 
team mate, stated that frustration leads 
to aggression, but when the origin of 
frustration cannot be summon to 
contest, the aggression gets detach 
onto an irreproachable target and 
thereby causing unrest in the 
community. 
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There are many examples of this, If 
workers are been under paid, or they 
are not paid regularly, they may go 
home and dissipate this anger and 
frustration, out on their family. For 
instance, if government takes over the 
property of an individual without any 
compensation or reward, this may 
lead to frustration and gradually 
aggravate to aggression. This theory is 
also used to explain riots and 
revolutions. The theorist maintained 
that both are caused by poorer and 
more deprived sections of society who 
may express their bottle-up frustration 
and anger through violence. It was 
clearly stated in the theory that 
“aggressive behaviour is not 
motivated by genuine hostility, but by 
frustration (Malici, 2007).” 
Yale Group was of the view that, 
frustration is the "condition which 
exists when an objective reaction 
endures obstruction," while 
aggression is seen as "a demonstration 
whose objective reaction is harm to a 
life form (or living being surrogate)." 
However, animosity is not generally 
the reaction to dissatisfaction. Or 
maybe a substitute reaction is shown 
when forceful reaction is not the most 
grounded on the pecking order. 
Besides, this hypothesis brings up the 
issue if hostility is natural. Every one 
of the discourses on the hypothesis 
suggest that "there is no smoke 
without flame" and that "a furious 
man is an eager man" (Aminu, 2013). 
Frustration-aggression theory implies 
that “aggressive behaviour” is not 
motivated by “genuine hostility”, but 
by “frustration” (Malici, 2007). 
Frustration can be defined as “an 
individual’s perception of a hostile 
environment, coupled with (b) his 
pessimism about the realization of 
goals and (c) the perception that the 
fate of these goals is in the hands of 
others.” 
The fact that the people of the 
Niger Delta have not benefited 
from oil wealth is only part of 
the story. Widespread and 
unchecked human rights 
violations related to the oil 
industry have pushed many 
people deeper into poverty and 
deprivation, fuelled conflict and 
led to a pervasive sense of 
powerlessness and frustration 
(Amnesty International 2009)..  
Militancy attack in Niger Delta region 
came up due to alienation through 
unemployment by the multinational 
oil companies, molestation, 
victimisation and also economic 
underdevelopment and lopsided 
nature of Nigeria federalism, 
marginalization of the region led to 
frustration which led to their 
aggression because of the unfair and 
unjust treatment being suffered from 
the hands of the government and the 
multi-national companies trading on 
their own soil without due and 
adequate compensation for their farm 
land and water being damaged. 
 
Methodology  
This research adopts the survey 
research design of the ex-post facto 
type.  The populations of this study 
are the people of Niger Delta region 
of Nigeria including both indigene 
and non-indigenes who reside in the 
region. This is because the issue under 
study is a regional issue that affects 
the whole country which calls for the 
attention of the nation and the 
international community. The sample 
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for the study comprises of five 
hundred (500) respondents. One state 
from the Niger Delta was purposively 
selected. It was used in order to select 
the target population that satisfies the 
criteria for participation in the study.
 
Data Analysis 
Socio-Demographic Distributions of Respondents  
 
Table 4.1:Gender Distribution of Respondents 
  
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 
Cumulative 
Percent 
Valid male 330 66.0 66.0 66.0 
female 170 34.0 34.0 100.0 
Total 500 100.0 100.0  
 
Source: Researchers Field Survey (2017) 
 
Interpretation: Table 4.1 is the 
distribution of respondents according 
to their gender. The table shows that 
66% of the respondents are male 
while 34% are female. This shows 
that majority of the sampled 
population are female. 
 
Table 4.2. Distribution of Respondents by Marital Status 
  Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 
Valid single 220 44.0 44.0 44.0 
married 218 43.6 43.6 87.6 
divorced 55 11.0 11.0 98.6 
others 7 1.4 1.4 100.0 
Total 500 100.0 100.0  
 
Source: Researchers Field Survey (2017) 
In the table presented above, the 
percentage distribution of marital 
status of respondents reveals that 44% 
(i.e., 220 of the respondents) of the 
respondents were single while 43.6% 
(i.e., 218) were married. The 
percentage of respondents who were 
divorcees is 11. With this analysis, 
majority of the respondents are single. 
About 1.4% of the respondents did 
not indicate their marital status.  
 
Table 4.3 Occupational Distribution of Respondent 
                Frequency         Percent   Valid        Cumulative 
                                                                                Percent     Percent 
 
Valid Student    199               39.8    39.8         39.8 
     Civil servant    134               26.8    26.8          66.6 
     Trading    104                20.8    20.8          87.4 
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     Farming      57                11.4    11.4          98.8 
     Others        6                  1.2      1.2        100.0 
     Total                    500               100.0    100.0  
Source: Researchers Field Survey (2017) 
According table 4.3 above, students 
constitute the highest percentage 
among the respondents. This category 
of the respondents constitutes 39.8% 
while Civil Servants represent 26.8 %. 
The percentage of respondents who 
engage in trading is 20.8% while that 
of farming is 11.4%. However, 1.2% 
of the respondents did not indicate 
their occupations. 
. 
Section B: Reasons for Resurgence 
of Militancy in the Niger-Delta 
Reasons for the militancy resurgence 
in the Niger-Delta were survey. This 
section reports the analysis of primary 
data gathered from the field. Table 4.6 
presents the frequency distribution 
table of respondents on the various 
reasons for resurgence of militancy in 
the Niger-Delta and Table 4.6.1 is the 
descriptive statistics showing the 
mean scores of each of the factorson a 
scale of 1 (minimum, which is the 
extreme of agreement) and 4 
(maximum, representing the extreme 
of disagreement). In order words, the 
nearer the mean scores tilt towards 1 
the higher the level of respondents’ 
agreement with the factors raised and 
conversely, the nearer the mean scores 
tilt towards 4, the higher the level of 
respondents’ disagreement with the 
factor as a reason for the resurgence 
of militancy in the Niger-Delta. 
 
Table 4.6: Frequency Distribution of Respondents on Reasons for Militancy Resurgence in 
the Niger-Delta 
 
Reasons for Militancy Resurgence 
in the Niger-Delta 
Strongly 
agree 
Agree Disagree Strongly 
disagree 
F % F % F % F % 
Youth unemployment is responsible 
for militancy in the Niger Delta 
331 66 148 30 17 3 4 1 
Resurgence of militancy in the region 
exposed youth to the act of militants 
208 42 254 51 32 6 6 1 
Inadequate distribution of resources 
bring about resurgence of militancy 
in the region 
239 48 224 45 34 7 3 1 
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Attempt by the federal government to 
stop amnesty results in resurgence of 
militancy in the region 
240 48 226 45 31 6 3 1 
Source: Field Survey (2017) 
 
 
Table 4.6.1 Descriptive Statistics of the Factors responsible for resurgence of militancy 
in the Niger-Delta 
 
 
 
N 
Minimum 
(SA) 
Maximum 
(SD) Mean 
Std. 
Deviation 
Youth unemployment is responsible 
for militancy in the Niger Delta 
500 1.00 4.00 1.3880 .59512 
Resurgence of militancy in the region 
exposed youth to the act of militants 
500 1.00 4.00 1.6720 .64904 
Inadequate distribution of resources 
bring about resurgence of militancy 
in the region 
500 1.00 4.00 1.6020 .64220 
Attempt by the federal government to 
stop amnesty results in resurgence of 
militancy in the region 
500 1.00 4.00 1.5940 .63401 
Valid N (list wise) 500     
Source: Researcher’s Survey (2017) 
 
The response from the sampled 
population shows that youth 
unemployment is a major factor 
responsible for militancy in the Niger 
Delta. 66% of the respondents 
strongly agreed to that position and in 
a similar dimension, 30% simply 
agreed on this factor. With a mean 
score of 1.3880, this shows an 
overwhelming 76% support on this 
factor as against a total of 4% who 
disagreed with this reason as a factor 
for resurgence of militancy in the 
Niger-Delta.  Another factor tested is 
whether or not resurgence of 
militancy in the region exposed youth 
to the act of militancy. The response 
showed an overwhelming affirmation 
to this. 42% of the respondents 
strongly agreed and 51% simply 
agreed while 6% disagreed and 1% 
strongly disagreed. The mean score of 
1.6720 shows a high support of this 
factor by the respondents. Inadequate 
distribution of resources is one of the 
reasons found in literature to be 
responsible for resurgence of 
militancy in the area. This factor was 
subjected to empirical test and the 
mean score of 1.6020shows that 
inadequate resources bring about 
resurgence of militancy in the Niger-
Delta. 48% and 45% strongly agreed 
and simply agreed respectively on this 
factor. Only 8% of the sample 
population disagreed with this reason 
as a factor responsible for resurgence 
of militancy in the Niger-Delta region. 
Another strong factor found to have 
strongly affected resurgence of 
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militancy in the region is the attempt 
by the federal government to stop 
amnesty. 48% of the respondents 
strongly supported this view and 45% 
simply agreed to the factor. Only 7% 
of the respondents disagreed. With a 
mean score of 1.5940, the result 
shows high acceptance of this factor 
as responsible for militancy in the 
Niger-Delta. 
Section C: Challenges of 
Resurgence of Militancy on the 
People of the Region 
This section reports the analysis of 
primary data gathered from the field 
on the challenges of resurgence of 
militancy on the people of the region. 
Table 4.7 presents the frequency 
distribution table of respondents on 
the various effects of resurgence of 
militancy on people in the Niger-
Delta and Table 4.7.1 is the 
descriptive statistics showing the 
mean scores of each of the factors. 
The table shows a scale of 1 
(minimum, which is the extreme of 
agreement) and 4 (maximum, 
representing the extreme of 
disagreement). The more the mean 
scores tilt towards 1 the higher the 
level of acceptance of the factors 
raised and conversely, the more the 
mean scores tilt towards 4, the higher 
the level of respondents’ rejection of 
the factor as a challenge of the 
resurgence of militancy on the people 
in the Niger-Delta. 
 
Table 4.6: Frequency Distribution of Respondents on the Challenges of Resurgence of 
Militancy on the People of Niger-Delta 
 
 
Strongly 
agree 
 
Agree 
 
Disagree 
Strongly 
disagree 
F % F % F % F % 
The crisis in the Niger Delta is 
affecting the economic status of the 
people of the region 
258 52 225 45 14 3 3 1 
Resurgence of militancy in the 
region posed a serious threat to 
security of lives and property 
211 42 266 53 23 5 0 0 
Niger Delta crisis has causedjob 
insecurity in the oil and gas 
industries. 
240 48 229 46 28 6 3 1 
The Niger Delta crisis has 
undermine the region’s 
development 
238 48 217 43 35 7 10 2 
Source: Field Survey (2017).  
 
Respondents were given some sets of 
challenges the resurgence of militancy 
have caused on the people of Niger 
Delta. The results show that 52% of 
the respondents agreed that the crises 
have affected the economic status of 
the people and 45% simple agreed. 
Only a total of 4% of the respondents 
did not agree. With the mean score of 
1.5240, it is accepted that the crisis 
affect the economic status of the 
people of the region.  In a similar 
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dimension, 42% of the respondents 
strongly agreed that resurgence of 
militancy posed a serious threat to 
security of lives and properties in the 
region. 53% simply agreed while 5% 
did not agree that the resurgence of 
militancy in the Niger Delta posed a 
serious threat to security of lives and 
properties in the region. The result of 
the statistical test shows a mean of 
1.6240, thus, the acceptance that 
resurgence of militancy in the Niger 
Delta is a serious threat to lives and 
properties in the region. Another 
effect of the resurgence is job 
insecurity in the oil and gas industries. 
48% of the respondents strongly 
agreed and 46% simply agreedto this. 
On the other hand, 6% of the 
respondents disagreed and 1% 
strongly disagreed. The mean score 
shows 1.5880 indicating a high level 
acceptance of job insecurity in the oil 
and gas industries and a challenge 
caused by the resurgence of militancy 
in the Niger-Delta. The last challenge 
caused by the resurgence measured in 
this study is whether or not it 
undermines the region’s development. 
48% of the respondents strongly 
agreed, 43% merely agreed, 7% 
disagreed and 2% strongly disagreed. 
With a mean score of 1.6340, there is 
a strong acceptance by the 
respondents that the resurgence has 
undermined development in the 
Niger-Delta. 
 
Table 4.7.1 Descriptive Statistics of the Challenges of resurgence of militancy on the 
people in the Niger-Delta 
 
N Minimum Maximum Mean 
Std. 
Deviation 
The crisis in the Niger Delta is affecting 
the economic status of the people of the 
region 
500 1.00 4.00 1.5240 .58490 
Resurgence of militancy in the region 
posed a serious threat to security of lives 
and property 
500 1.00 3.00 1.6240 .57208 
Niger Delta crisis has caused job 
insecurity in the oil and gas industries. 
500 1.00 4.00 1.5880 .62533 
The Niger Delta crisis has undermine the 
region’s development 
500 1.00 4.00 1.6340 .70216 
Valid N (listwise) 500     
Source: Researcher’s Survey (2017) 
 
Section D: Measures for sustainable 
peace in the Niger Delta  
The possible measures that can be 
adopted by the government and 
multinational corporations to foster 
sustainable peace in the Niger-Delta 
region were also surveyed. The result 
is reported in this section. Table 4.8 
presents the frequency distribution 
table of respondents on the possible 
measures and Table 4.7.1 is the 
descriptive statistics showing the 
mean scores of each of the measures. 
The descriptive statistics table shows 
a scale of 1 (minimum, which is the 
extreme of agreement) and 4 
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(maximum, representing the extreme 
of disagreement). The more the mean 
scores tilt towards 1 the higher the 
level of acceptance of the factors 
raised and conversely, the more the 
mean scores tilt towards 4, the higher 
the level of respondents’ rejection of 
the measure having the possibility of 
maintaining sustainable peace in the 
Niger-Delta. 
 
Table 4.8: Frequency Distribution of Respondents on Measures for sustainable peace in the 
Niger Delta 
 
 Strongly 
agree 
 
Agree 
 
Disagree 
Strongly 
disagree 
F % F % F % F % 
The Niger Delta Development Commission 
(NDDC) and the Federal Ministry of Niger 
Delta Affairs are good steps towards 
reducing the Niger Delta crisis 
250 50 148 30 92 18 10 2 
Scholarship award to student at all levels for 
the indigene of the region will reduce 
militancy in the region. 
194 39 228 46 43 9 35 7 
The youths should be involved fully in 
policy making in resolving crises in the 
region 
239 48 207 41 43 9 11 2 
Good and continuous Governmental policies 
will prevent resurgence of militancy 
204 41 158 32 57 11 81 16 
Source: Field Survey (2017) 
 
Table 4.8.1: Descriptive Statistics of the Measures for sustainable peace in the Niger Delta 
 
N Minimum Maximum Mean 
Std. 
Deviation 
The Niger Delta Development 
Commission (NDDC) and the Federal 
Ministry of Niger Delta Affairs are good 
steps towards reducing the Niger Delta 
crisis 
500 1.00 4.00 1.7240 .83018 
Scholarship award to student at all 
levels for the indigene of the region will 
reduce militancy in the region. 
500 1.00 4.00 1.8380 .85394 
The youths should be involved fully in 
policy making in resolving crises in the 
region 
500 1.00 4.00 1.6520 .72936 
Good and continuous Governmental 
policies will prevent resurgence of 
militancy 
500 1.00 4.00 2.0300 1.08233 
Valid N (listwise) 500     
Source: Research Survey (2017) 
 
The response from the sampled 
population shows the response believe 
that the Niger Delta Development 
Commission (NDDC) and the Federal 
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Ministry of Niger Delta Affairs are 
good steps towards reducing the Niger 
Delta crisis. 50% of the respondents 
strongly agreed to that position and in 
a similar dimension, 30% simply 
agreed on this viewas against a total 
of 20% who disagreed with it. With a 
mean score of 1.7240, it shows an 
overwhelming acceptance Niger Delta 
Development Commission (NDDC) 
and the Federal Ministry of Niger 
Delta Affairs are good steps towards 
reducing the Niger Delta crisis 
Another measure surveyed is whether 
or notawardof scholarship to students 
at all levels for the indigene of the 
region will reduce militancy in the 
region. The response showed an 
overwhelming belief in this measure. 
39% of the respondents Table: 4.9. 
Test Statisticsstrongly agreed and 
46% simply agreed while 9% 
disagreed and 7% strongly disagreed. 
The mean score of 1.8380 shows a 
strong support for this measure by the 
respondents. Another measure given 
overwhelming support is the 
involvement of youths in the policy 
process. This measure has a mean 
score of 1.6520indicating that 
involving the youths in decision 
making process will end the 
resurgence of militancy in the Niger-
Delta. 48% strongly agreed and 41% 
simply agreed on this solution. Only 
11% of the sample population 
disagreed with this position. Another 
measure found to astrong possibility 
of ending the resurgence of militancy 
in the region is good and continuous 
governmental policies. 41% of the 
respondents strongly supported this 
view and 32% simply agreed to the 
factor. Only 11% of the respondents 
disagreed and 16% strongly 
disagreed. With a mean score of 
2.0300, the result shows an 
acceptance of this measure having the 
possibility of ending resurgence of 
militancy in the Niger-Delta. 
 
Section E: Hypotheses Testing 
The hypothetical statements for this 
study were tested with Chi-square 
at0.05 level of significance  
 
Hypothesis ONE: There is no 
significant influence of resurgence of 
militancy on the sustainable peace of 
the Niger Delta. 
 
Table: 4.9. Test Statistics 
 
Youth 
unemployment 
Youth 
exposure to 
militancy 
Inadequate 
distribution of 
resources 
Attempt by the federal 
government to stop 
amnesty 
Chi-Square 5.542E2a 3.707E2a 3.677E2a 3.772E2a 
df 3 3 3 3 
  108 
 
   Oyinlola Abodunrin                                                                                    CUJPIA (2019) 7(1) 97-104 
 
 
 URL: http://journals.covenantuniversity.edu.ng/index.php/cujpia 
 
Asymp. Sig. .000 .000 .000 .000 
0 cells (.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The minimum expected cell frequency 
is 125.0. 
 
Interpretation: Table 4.9 shows the 
result of the chi-square statistical test 
on the research hypothesis. The table 
indicates significant level of 0.000 for 
all the variables tested. This is less 
than the conventional significant level 
of 0.05. According to the statistical 
rule of testing hypothesis, when the 
level of significance is less than 0.05 
the hypothesis is rejected. On the 
contrary however, when the level of 
significance is higher than 0.05, the 
hypothesis is accepted (Spiegel & 
Stephens, 1999; Adamu & Johnson, 
2006). Since the chi-square result 
indicates a level of significance 
(0.000) that is less than the 
conventional significant level, this 
hypothesis is rejected. Thus, there is a 
significant influence of resurgence of 
militancy on the sustainable peace of 
the Niger Delta. 
 
Hypothesis Two: Resurgence of 
militancy in the Niger Delta poses no 
significant challenge on the people in 
the area 
 
Table: 4.10. Test Statistics 
 
Challenge on 
the economy 
Threat to security 
of lives and 
property 
job insecurity in the 
oil and gas industries 
undermines the 
region’s development 
Chi-Square 439.152a 194.836b 386.672a 340.464a 
df 3 2 3 3 
Asymp. Sig. .000 .000 .000 .000 
a. 0 cells (.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The minimum expected cell 
frequency is 125.0. 
b. 0 cells (.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The minimum expected cell 
frequency is 166.7 
 
Interpretation: The result of 
hypothesis test 3 is shown in Table 
4.10. The result indicates significant 
level of 0.000 for all the variables  
 
tested. This is less than the 
conventional significant level of 0.05. 
As stated earlier statistical rule of 
testing hypothesis states that when the 
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level of significance is less than 0.05 
the hypothesis is rejected. On the 
contrary however, when the level of 
significance is higher than 0.05, the 
hypothesis is accepted (Spiegel & 
Stephens, 1999; Adamu & Johnson, 
2006). Since the chi-square result 
indicates a level of significance 
(0.000) that is less than the 
conventional significant level, this 
hypothesis is rejected. Thus, 
resurgence of militancy in the Niger 
Delta poses significant challenge on 
the people in the area. 
Hypothesis 3: The measures 
employed by the government and the 
multinational companies have had no 
significant impacts on sustaining 
peace in the Niger Delta. 
Table: 4.11. Test Statistics 
 
NDDC, Federal 
Ministry of Niger 
Delta Affairs 
Scholarship award 
to student at all 
levels for the 
indigene 
Youth’s 
involvement in 
decision making 
Good and continuous 
Governmental policies  
Chi-Square 243.744a 241.552a 315.520a 111.120a 
df 3 3 3 3 
Asymp. Sig. .000 .000 .000 .000 
 
a. 0 cells (.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The minimum expected cell 
frequency is 125.0. 
 
Interpretation: Table 4.9 shows the 
result of the chi-square statistical test 
on the research hypothesis. The table 
indicates significant level of 0.000 for 
all the variables tested. This is less 
than the conventional significant level 
of 0.05.Since the Chi-square result 
indicates a level of significance 
(0.000) that is less than the 
conventional significant level, this 
hypothesis is rejected. Therefore, it is 
upheld that measures employed by the 
government and the multinational 
companies have had significant 
impacts on sustaining peace in the 
Niger Delta. 
 
Recommendation 
Based on the findings of this study, it 
is recommended that: 
There Niger Delta Development 
Commission (NDDC) should embark 
on some policies so that they can 
implement true and realistic 
programmes of development in the 
region. This has become necessary 
because of the utter neglect of the oil-
bearing states in Nigeria by both the 
Federal Government and the oil 
companies. 
Special attention should be paid to the 
investment in the development of 
people and delta region .The Ministry 
of Niger Delta and NDDC should not 
be politicized but encouraged to 
accomplish the goals for which they 
are established.  
The oil companies need to be more 
responsive to the plight of the people 
and contribute to their welfare, 
provide jobs for them, construct good 
roads, build decent low-cost housing 
for them, increase academic 
scholarship awards to their children, 
build schools and hospitals, provide 
water and electricity to the 
communities. 
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Conclusion  
The study examined the resurgence of 
militancy and challenges of 
sustainable peace in the Niger-Delta. 
From the findings, it was revealed 
that, the peaceful, coexistence in the 
region is being threatened due to 
militancy activities in the region  and 
from the findings, a lots of reasons 
was discovered to have been the 
reason while the resurgence of 
militancy become the order of the day 
and this can be brought to an end 
through various measures from the 
government and the Multinational oil 
corporation.. 
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